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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, in Claim 19 the unitary 
waist elastic element attached to the front waist region must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claims. Claims 20-22 are objected to as dependent on Claim 19. No 
new matter should be entered. Figs. 1-6 are also objected to under 37 CFR 1.84(1) and 
1.84(p); see the enclosed PTO-948 form. 

2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claim 13 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim, or amend the claim to place the claim in proper dependent 
form, or rewrite the claim in independent form. As Claim 1 requires a unitary waist 
elastic element shirring the back waist region, the limitation of Claim 13 that the waist 
region be elastic does not further limit Claim 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-3, 5, 8-10, 12-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,306,121 to Damaghi et al. 
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6. For Claim 1 , Damaghi shows a disposable absorbent article defining two lateral 
end edges, two longitudinal side edges, a front waist region, a back waist region, and a 
crotch region interconnecting the front waist region and back waist region (see first 
embodiment, Figs. 1, 3, and 9, col. 5, lines 18-28). Note that the first embodiment of 
Damaghi is stated to include Figs. 1-14, while the second embodiment of Damaghi 
includes Figs. 15-20, and the third embodiment includes Figs. 21-22 (see col. 4, line 6, 
to col. 5, line 14). An absorbent core defines a garment surface and a body surface 
(see Fig. 3A and col. 5, lines 28-33). An outer cover is positioned adjacent the garment 
surface of the absorbent core; the absorbent core and the outer cover define a chassis 
(Fig. 3A and col. 5, lines 28-33). A unitary waist elastic element defines a waist elastic 
element inboard portion and a pair of unitary waist elastic element outboard portions . 
(see Damaghi, elastic belt 1 1 5 which includes left and right hand belt portions 1 1 5A and 
115B, Figs. 1, 3, and 9, and col. 5, lines 39-43). The unitary waist elastic element is 
attached to the back waist region (col. 5, lines 39-43). The unitary waist elastic element 
outboard portions extend laterally beyond the chassis of the absorbent article to provide 
a pair of ears (Figs. 1, 3, and 9). The unitary waist elastic element inboard portion shirrs 
the back waist region (see Fig. 1). 

7. For independent Claim 15, Damaghi teaches a disposable absorbent article 
defining two lateral end edges, two longitudinal side edges, a front waist region, a back 
waist region, a crotch region interconnecting the front waist region and back waist 
region, and an absorbent core defining a garment surface and a body surface, as stated 
above in paragraph 6 for Claim 1 . An outer cover is positioned adjacent the garment 
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surface of the absorbent core, and the absorbent core and the outer cover define a 
chassis; a unitary waist elastic element defines a unitary waist elastic element inboard 
portion and a pair of unitary waist elastic element outboard portions, as stated above for 
Claim 1 . Damaghi teaches the unitary waist elastic element being attached to the 
interior surface of the article to the back waist region along a unitary waist elastic 
element upper edge in the inboard portion (see Damaghi, Fig. 1). The unitary waist 
elastic element outboard portions extend laterally beyond the chassis of the absorbent 
article to provide a pair of ears (Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element outboard 
portions are stretchable (col. 5, line 66 to col. 6, line 1). The unitary waist elastic 
element defines a unitary waist elastic element lower edge, and the unitary waist elastic 
lower edge in the inboard portion is curvilinear (see Fig. 9). The unitary waist elastic 
element inboard portion attached to the back waist region shirrs the back waist region 
(see Fig. 1). 

8. For Claim 2, Damaghi shows the unitary waist elastic element attached to an 
interior surface of the article (see Fig. 1). 

9. For Claim 3, Damaghi shows the unitary waist elastic element further defining a 
unitary waist elastic element upper edge (see Figs. 3 and 9). The unitary waist elastic 
element upper edge of the unitary waist elastic inboard portion is coterminous with a 
lateral end edge of the disposable absorbent article (Figs. 3 and 9). For Claim 16, 
Damaghi teaches the unitary waist elastic element upper edge of the inboard portion is 
adjacent a lateral end edge of the disposable absorbent article (Figs. 3 and 9). 
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10. For Claim 5, Damaghi discloses that the unitary waist elastic element defines a 
unitary waist elastic element lower edge (Fig. 9). The unitary waist elastic element 
lower edge of the inboard portion is curvilinear (Fig. 9 and col. 6, lines 19-24). 

11. For Claim 8, Damaghi discloses the unitary waist elastic element defining a 
unitary waist elastic element upper edge (see Figs. 1 and 9). The unitary waist elastic 
element upper edge of the inboard portion is attached to an interior surface of the 
article, as stated above for Claim 15 in paragraph 7. 

12. For Claim 9, Damaghi teaches the unitary waist elastic element defining a unitary 
waist elastic element lower edge (see Fig. 1). At least a portion of the unitary waist 
elastic element lower edge of the inboard portion is attached to the interior surface of 
the article. 

13. For Claim 10, Damaghi teaches the unitary waist element defining a unitary waist 
elastic element lower edge (see Figs. 1 and 9). The unitary waist elastic element lower 
edge of the outboard portions are configured to provide curved leg cut-outs. 

14. For Claim 12, Damaghi teaches a fastener attached to each of the unitary waist 
elastic element outboard portions (see reference numbers 117 and 119, Figs. 1 and 9, 
and col. 5, lines 43-51). Similarly, for Claim 18 Damaghi shows a fastener attached to 
each of the outboard portions of the waist elastic element. 

15. For Claim 13, Damaghi discloses the waist region containing the unitary waist 
elastic element is elastic (col. 5, lines 66-67). 

16. For Claim 14, Damaghi shows a second unitary waist elastic element defining a 
second unitary waist elastic element inboard portion and a second pair of unitary waist 
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elastic element outboard portions wherein the second unitary waist elastic element is 
attached to the front waist region (see reference number 127, Fig. 3, and col. 5, lines 
63-65). The second unitary waist elastic element outboard portions extend laterally 
beyond the chassis of the absorbent article to provide a second pair of ears (see 
reference number 127 of Fig. 3 of Damaghi and col. 5, lines 63-66; compare to waist 
elastic member 58 in front waist region 22 of Fig. 2 of Applicant's specification). The 
second unitary waist elastic element inboard portion attached to the front waist region 
shirrs the front waist region (Damaghi, Fig. 1). 

17. Claims 1-3, 6-13, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. US 2004/0122404 A1 to Meyer et al. 

18. For Claim 1, Meyer shows a disposable absorbent article defining two lateral end 
edges, two longitudinal side edges, a front waist region, a back waist region, and a 
crotch region interconnecting the front waist region and back waist region (see Fig. 1 
and page 4, paragraph 48). An absorbent core defines a garment surface and a body 
surface (see Fig. 1 and page 5, paragraph 49). An outer cover is positioned adjacent 
the garment surface of the absorbent core; the absorbent core and the outer cover 
define a chassis (Fig. 1 and paragraph 49). A unitary waist elastic element defines a 
waist elastic element inboard portion and a pair of unitary waist elastic element 
outboard portions (see Fig. 1 and paragraph 50). The unitary waist elastic element is 
attached to the back waist region (Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element outboard 
portions extend laterally beyond the chassis of the absorbent article to provide a pair of 
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ears (Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element inboard portion shirrs the back waist 
region (see Fig. 1 and paragraph 50). 

1 9. For independent Claim 15, Meyer teaches a disposable absorbent article defining 
two lateral end edges, two longitudinal side edges, a front waist region, a back waist 
region, a crotch region interconnecting the front waist region and back waist region, and 
an absorbent core defining a garment surface and a body surface, as stated above in 
paragraph 18 for Claim 1 . An outer cover is positioned adjacent the garment surface of 
the absorbent core, and the absorbent core and the outer cover define a chassis; a 
unitary waist elastic element defines a unitary waist elastic element inboard portion and 
a pair of unitary waist elastic element outboard portions, as stated above for Claim 1 . 
Meyer teaches the unitary waist elastic element being attached to the interior surface of 
the article to the back waist region along a unitary waist elastic element upper edge in 
the inboard portion (see Meyer, Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element outboard 
portions extend laterally beyond the chassis of the absorbent article to provide a pair of 
ears (Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element outboard portions are stretchable (see 
paragraphs 50-51). The unitary waist elastic element defines a unitary waist elastic 
element lower edge, and the unitary waist elastic lower edge in the inboard portion is 
curvilinear (see Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element inboard portion attached to 
the back waist region shirrs the back waist region (see Fig. 1 and paragraph 50). 

20. For Claim 2, Meyer shows the unitary waist elastic element attached to an 
interior surface of the article (see Fig. 1 ). 
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21 . For Claim 3, Meyer shows the unitary waist elastic element further defining a 
unitary waist elastic element upper edge (see Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element 
upper edge of the unitary waist elastic inboard portion is coterminous with a lateral end 
edge of the disposable absorbent article (Fig. 1). For Claim 16, Meyer teaches the 
unitary waist elastic element upper edge of the inboard portion is adjacent a lateral end 
edge of the disposable absorbent article (Fig. 1). 

22. For Claim 5, Meyer discloses that the unitary waist elastic element defines a 
unitary waist elastic element lower edge (Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element 
lower edge of the inboard portion is curvilinear (Fig. 1). 

23. For Claim 6, Meyer shows the unitary waist elastic element lower edge of the 
inboard portion having a radius of curvature. While Meyer does not expressly disclose 
a radius of curvature of less than 25 cm, this value is considered to be inherent in 
Meyer. The structure disclosed by Meyer appears from the drawings to be nearly 
identical in shape to the inboard portion of the unitary waist elastic element lower edge 
disclosed by Applicant, differing in that the radius of curvature of the inboard portion of 
the lower edge is smaller in Meyer (Meyer, Fig. 1, and Applicant's specification, Fig. 2). 
The waist elastic 38 of Meyer is stated to provide a comfortable fit, which is also the 
purpose of Applicant's unitary waist elastic element (see Meyer, paragraph 50, and 
Applicant's specification, page 18, lines 13-15). Therefore, absent evidence to the 
contrary, the structure taught by Meyer is presumed to have Applicant's claimed radius 
of curvature of less than 25 cm. In re Schreiber, 128 F.3d 1473, 44 USPQ2d 1429 
(Fed. Cir. 1997); In re Fitzgerald, 619 F.2d 67, 70, 205 USPQ 594, 596 (CCPA 1980). 
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24. For Claim 7, Meyer shows the unitary waist elastic element defining a unitary 
waist elastic lower edge. The unitary waist elastic element lower edge defines a V 
shape (Meyer, Fig. 1). 

25. For Claim 8, Meyer discloses the unitary waist elastic element defining a unitary 
waist elastic element upper edge (see Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element upper 
edge of the inboard portion is attached to an interior surface of the article, as stated 
above for Claim 15 in paragraph 19. 

26. For Claim 9, Meyer teaches the unitary waist elastic element defining a unitary 
waist elastic element lower edge (see Fig. 1). At least a portion of the unitary waist 
elastic element lower edge of the inboard portion is attached to the interior surface of 
the article. 

27. For Claim 10, Meyer teaches the unitary waist element defining a unitary waist 
elastic element lower edge (see Fig. 1). The unitary waist elastic element lower edge of 
the outboard portions are configured to provide curved leg cut-outs. 

28. For Claim 1 1 , Meyer teaches the curved leg cut-outs having a radius of curvature 
(Fig. 1). While Meyer does not specify a radius of curvature of less than 25 cm, this 
value is considered to be inherent in Meyer, for the same reasons as stated above in 
paragraph 23. 

29. For Claim 12, Meyer teaches a fastener attached to each of the unitary waist 
elastic element outboard portions (see reference number 40 of Fig. 1 and paragraph 
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51). Similarly, For Claim 18 Meyer shows a fastener attached to each of the outboard 
portions of the waist elastic element. 

30. For Claim 13, Meyer discloses the waist region containing the unitary waist 
elastic element is elastic (paragraph 50). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

31. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

32. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

33. Claims 4, 6, 11, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,306,121 to Damaghi et al. 

34. For Claim 4, Damaghi shows the unitary waist elastic element as defining a 
unitary waist elastic element upper edge (see Fig. 1). The upper edge of the inboard 
portion of the unitary waist elastic element is located inward of the lateral end edge of 
the absorbent article (Fig. 1). Similarly, for Claim 17 Damaghi shows the unitary waist 
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elastic element upper edge of the inboard portion being located some distance from the 
lateral end edge of the disposable absorbent article. For Claim 6, Damaghi shows the 
lower edge of the inboard portion of the unitary waist elastic element lower edge having 
a radius of curvature (Fig. 9). For Claim 1 1 , Damaghi shows the curved leg cut-outs 
having a radius of curvature (Fig. 9). 

35! For Claims 4 and 17, Damaghi does not expressly state that the upper edge of 
the unitary waist elastic inboard portion is at least 5 mm from the lateral end edge. For 
Claim 6, Damaghi does not expressly show the lower edge of the inboard portion of the 
unitary waist elastic element lower edge having a radius of curvature of less than 25 cm; 
the value of the radius of curvature of the lower edge of the inboard portion is not 
specified. For Claim 1 1 , Damaghi does not expressly show the curved leg cut-outs 
having a radius of curvature of less than 25 cm; the radius of curvature of the curved leg 
cut-outs is not specified. 

36. For Claims 4 and 17, based on the typical size of a disposable diaper compared 
with the distance shown in Fig. 1 of Damaghi between the elastic belt and the lateral 
end edge of the absorbent article, Damaghi suggests a structure substantially identical 
to the claimed structure. In addition, Applicant's specification does not indicate that the 
extension of the upper edge of the unitary waist elastic inboard portion at least 5 mm 
from the lateral end edge serves any stated purpose or solves any particular problem in 
itself, but states that this is the result of choosing when to cut the diapers apart in the 
manufacturing process (Applicant's specification, page 17, lines 12-24). Extending the 
upper edge of the unitary waist elastic inboard portion 5 mm or more from the lateral 
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end edge is therefore considered a design choice, and it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to extend the upper edge of the 
inboard portion 5 mm or more from the lateral end edge. 

37. For Claim 6, the absorbent article of Damaghi may be used as a disposable 
diaper for infants or for an adult incontinent guard, and is designed to securely fit 
against the body contours of the wearer, which would require appropriate adjustments 
in size depending on the size of the wearer (Damaghi, col. 1, lines 10-24). Fig. 9 of 
Damaghi suggests a radius of curvature which is on the order of the length of a typical 
disposable diaper, possibly smaller. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disposable 
absorbent article of Damaghi to include the unitary waist elastic element lower edge of 
the inboard portion having a radius of curvature of less than 25 cm, to securely fit the 
body contours of the wearer. For Claim 1 1 , Fig. 9 of Damaghi suggests a radius of 
curvature for the curved leg cut-outs on the order of the width of a typical diaper. 

It would have been obvious to include the curved leg cut-outs having a curvature of less 
than 25 cm, to securely fit the body contours of the wearer. Radius of curvature is a 
result effective variable, since it directly affects the fit to a wearer's waist or leg. The 
discovery of an optimum value of a result effective variable is ordinarily within the skill in 
the art. See In re Boesch and Slaney, 205 USPQ 21 5 (CCPA 1 980). 

38. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,306,121 to Damaghi et al. in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. US 
2005/001 01 88 A1 to Glaug et al. 
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39. For Claim 7, Damaghi shows all the limitations of Claim 1 , as stated above in 
paragraph 6. For Claim 7, Damaghi does not show the lower edge of the unitary waist 
elastic element defining a "w" shape. 

40. For Claim 7, Glaug shows a unitary waist elastic element lower edge defining a 
"w" shape (Fig. 1). The Examiner notes that the claim does not require the "w" shape to 
extend in any particular direction. Glaug teaches disposable undergarments for children 
and adults, and states that the disposable undergarments are economical to 
manufacture and provide good protection from leakage, good fit, and comfort (Glaug, 
paragraph 1). The shape of the leg openings 52 and 56 of Glaug economically 
accommodates the portion of the wearer's leg that merges with the torso, providing for 
comfortable sitting and standing (Fig. 1 and page 4, paragraph 39). The rear 
projections 62 and 64 of Glaug are also w-shaped, and are designed to cover the 
wearer's buttocks to collect and retain waste (Fig. 1 and paragraph 39). It would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Damaghi to include the unitary waist elastic element lower edge 
defining a "w" shape, to provide protection from leakage, good fit, and comfort. 

41. Claims 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,306,121 to Damaghi et al. in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. US 
2002/0151863 A1 toToyoshima. 

42. For Claim 19, Damaghi teaches a disposable absorbent article defining two 
lateral end edges, two longitudinal side edges, an interior surface, an exterior surface, a 
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front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region interconnecting the front waist 
region and back waist region, and an absorbent core defining a garment surface and a 
body surface (see Damaghi, first embodiment, Figs. 1, 3, 3A, and 9, and col. 5, lines 18- 
33). An outer cover is positioned adjacent the garment surface of the absorbent core, 
and the absorbent core and the outer cover define a chassis; a unitary waist elastic 
element defines a unitary waist elastic element inboard portion and a pair of unitary 
waist elastic element outboard portions, as stated above for Claim 1 in paragraph 6. 
Damaghi shows the waist elastic element outboard portions extending laterally beyond 
the chassis of the absorbent article to provide a pair of ears, as stated above for Claim 
15 in paragraph 7. Damaghi shows the unitary waist elastic element being attached to 
the front waist region, by means of the fasteners when the article is being worn 
(Damaghi, Fig. 1). Damaghi does not show the waist elastic element inboard portion 
attached to the front waist region shirring the front waist region. Toyoshima teaches a 
disposable diaper with a unitary waist elastic element attached to the front waist region 
(see Toyoshima, Figs. 1 , 2, and 4). Toyoshima teaches the waist elastic element 
inboard portion attached to the front waist region shirring the front waist region 
(Toyoshima, Fig. 1). Toyoshima confirms that a disposable diaper may be used with no 
modification using either end as the front, and that this enables a disposable diaper to 
be put on an infant in a face down lying position or when crawling (see Toyoshima, 
page 3, paragraph 37, and page 4, paragraph 46). It would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Damaghi to include the unitary waist elastic element attached to either the front or back 
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waist region, and the waist elastic element inboard portion attached to either the front or 
back waist region shirring the front or back waist region respectively, to allow the diaper 
to be put on an infant in various positions. 

43. For dependent Claim 20, Damaghi/Toyoshima shows the waist elastic element 
upper edge in the inboard portion being adjacent a lateral end edge of the disposable 
absorbent article; see the above analysis of Damaghi for Claim 16 in paragraph 9. For 
Claim 21 , Damaghi/Toyoshima shows the waist elastic element upper edge in the 
inboard portion being at least 5 mm from a lateral end edge of the disposable absorbent 
article; see the above analysis of Damaghi for Claim 4 in paragraph 36. For Claim 22, 
Damaghi/Toyoshima teaches a fastener attached to each of the outboard portions of the 
waist elastic element, as stated above for Claim 12 in paragraph 14. Dependent Claims 
20-22 would therefore also be obvious over Damaghi/Toyoshima. 



Conclusion 

44. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,701,173 to Zehner et al. shows an absorbent 
article with a stretchable outer cover forming a pocket at the waist. U.S. Patent No. 
5,624,420 to Bridges et al., 5,749,865 to Yamamoto et al., 5,782,819 to Tanzer et al., 
5,899,895 to Robles et al., 6,336,922 to VanGompel et al.; and U.S. Patent Publication 
Nos. US 2004/0006326 A1 to Nakajima et al., US 2004/0122411 A1 to Hancock-Cooke; 
and European Patent Application No. EP 1249214 A2 to Uni-Charm Corporation all 
show disposable absorbent articles with a unitary waist elastic element. U.S. Patent 
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No. 5,938,652 to Sauer and 6,231 ,558 to Mosley show unitary waist elastic elements in 
which the lower edge of the inboard portion is curvilinear, with a small radius of 
curvature. U.S. Patent No. 5,752,946 to Boberg et al. shows a disposable absorbent 
article with an elastic pocket having a small radius of curvature. U.S. Patent No. 
5,940,887 to Rajala et al. and 6,179,820 to Fernfors and 6,210,387 to Rudberg et al. 
show unitary waist elastic elements having a "w" shape lower edge. U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2002/0156449 A1 to Kling et al. shows an arrangement 
of elastic on the interior surface of a diaper. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2003/0135188 A1 to Yoshimasa shows an absorbent article having a waist elastic 
element having an upper edge which extends beyond the lateral end edge of the 
absorbent article. 

45. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paula L. Craig whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5964. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM M-F. 

46. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571)272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



TATYANA ZALUKAEVA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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47. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Paula L Craig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 
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